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Introduction: 
 Several legislations have been passed and amended at Central & State levels to prevent 
and eradicate the devadasi system. The central problem is the lack of awareness and percolation 
of these legislations down the social & governmental hierarchy. In the following pages an 
attempt is made to provide a critical review of the existing legislation related to devadasi 
system. 
Central Legislations: 

Central Legislations  Frequency Percentage 
Indian Penal Code, 1860 (sec 372 & sec 373) 129 16.30 
Madras Hindu Religions Endowment Act Of 1926 19 2.40 
Devadasi Security Act, 1934 29 3.70 
Prevention of Devadasi Act in 1935 39 4.90 
Madras Devadasis Prevention and Dedication Bill -1938 24 3.00 
Devadasi Abolition Bill December 20,1947 40 5.10 
Immoral Traffic Prevention Act 1956 114 14.40 
The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children 
Act 2000 118 15.00 

Child Protection Law 87 11.00 
The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 106 13.40 
The Bonded Labour System (Abolition)Act, 1976 84 10.60 

Total 789 100.00 

Table shows list of Central Legislations in relation to the prevention of Devadasi 
system. 16.3% of respondents were aware of the Central Legislations.15.0% of respondents 
were aware of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children Act 2000) (JJ Act). 14.4% 
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of respondents were aware of Immoral Traffic Prevention Act (ITPA) 1956. 13.4% respondents 
were aware of the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act 1986. 

 In 1924, Indian Penal Code (IPC) was amended. Sections 372 and 373 of IPC declare 
the practice of dedicating girls for the ultimate purpose of engaging them in prostitution as 
illegal. It prescribes that whoever disposes off any person under the age of 18 years (or in the 
possession of any person) with the intent that such person shall at any age be employed or used 
for the purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse with any person or with the knowledge that 
the person is likely to be employed or used for any such purpose at any age, is liable to be 
prosecuted. Amendment of Indian Penal Code is not a direct interference in the Devadasi 
practice. In 1930, Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy of the Women’s India Association, introduced in 
the Madras Legislative Council a Bill for the "'prevention of the dedication of women to Hindu 
temples in the Presidency of Madras". The Bill, which was popularly known as the Devadasi 
Abolition Bill, declared the 'pottukattu' ceremony in the precincts of Hindu temples or any 
other place of worship as unlawful; gave legal sanction to the devadasis to contract marriage; 
and prescribed a minimum punishment of five years imprisonment for those who were found 
guilty of aiding and abetting the Devadasi system. The Bill had to wait till 1947-with certain 
modifications introduced in 1937-to become at last an act (Anandhi, 1991).  

 However, the first legal initiative taken for stopping the Devadasi system dates back to 
1934 when the Bombay Devadasi Protection Act was passed by the British Government. This 
Act covered the Bombay state, as it existed then. The Bombay Devadasi Protection Act 
declared dedication of a woman as an illegal act, irrespective of the fact whether the dedication 
was made with her consent or not. According to this Act, marriage by a Devadasi was to be 
considered lawful and valid, and the children from such wedlock were to be treated as 
legitimate. The Act also laid down grounds for punitive action that could be taken against any 
person or persons, who were found to be involved in dedications, except the woman who was 
being dedicated. Those found guilty of such acts could face a year’s imprisonment or fine or 
both. The 1934 Act had provided rules, which were aimed at protecting the interests of the 
devadasis. Whenever there was a dispute over ownership of land involving a Devadasi, the 
local Collector was expected to intervene. Concurrently with the Bombay Devadasi Protection 
Act, the Madras Devadasi (Prevention of Dedication) Act, 1947 was also in operation in the 
then Mysore state which was renamed as Karnataka in 1972. 
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 The two Acts then existing were replaced by the Karnataka Devadasis (Prohibition of 
Dedication) Act which was adopted by the State Legislature in 1982 and was notified by the 
Government through its Gazette in 1984. The new Act declared dedication as devadasi to be 
an unlawful practice. As was held by the Act of 1934, the new Act also seeks to declare 
unlawful the very act of dedication, whether the dedication is done with or without the consent 
of the dedicated woman. The 1982 Act strengthens the penal provisions that were hitherto 
available under the 1934 Act. The maximum punishment was increased to three years 
imprisonment and maximum fine was increased to Rs. 2000. If the guilty was found to be a 
parent or guardian or relative of the dedicated woman, the penal provisions are even stronger. 
Imprisonment in such a case can extend up to five years with a minimum term of two years 
and the fine can be up to Rs.5000 with the minimum fine being Rs.2000. Karnataka Devadasis 
(Prohibition of Dedication) Act quite significantly provides that rules may be framed to provide 
for the custody, protection, welfare and rehabilitation of the devadasis. The rehabilitation of 
the devadasis had to be central to the realization of the objectives set out in the Act and due 
recognition is given to this aspect in the Act itself. (Based on Asha Ramesh, 1993) This is 
followed by the enactment of a similar Act by Andhra Pradesh in 1988. 

 The study found that in all the four states the law enforcement agencies do not register 
any case under the Devadasi Prevention Act. In few instances, police register case under the 
Immoral Traffic Prevention Act (ITPA). The stakeholders have the opinion that the improper 
implementation of this Act is another reason for continuance of Devadasi system. Lack of 
awareness about the Devadasi Prevention Act among the law enforcement agencies is cited as 
another reason for poor implementation of this legislation. Since the system is deep rooted, 
there are no complaints from anybody to register a case in the police station. Police also do not 
take cognizance under Suo moto to register case. This shows the social acceptance of Devadasi 
system in the society.  
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State Legislations: 

State Legislations 

Legislations 

Karnataka Frequency Maharashtra Frequency Andhra Pradesh Frequency Tamil Nadu Frequency 

Devadasi 
Samarpan 

Nishedhan Act 
1982 

47 
Bombay 
Devadasi 
Protection Act 
1982 

 
47 

Andhra Pradesh 
Devadsis 

(Prohibiting 
Dedication)Act 

1989 

43 

Madras 
Devadasi 

(Prevention of 
Dedication 
)Act 1947 

 
28 

Karnataka 
Devadasi 

Prohibition of 
Dedication Act 

1982 

49       

Devadasi 
Prohibition of 
Dedication Act 

1992 
49       
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Karnataka: 
Karnataka Devadasis (Prohibition of Dedication) Act 1982 the 1982 Act strengthens 

the penal provisions that are hitherto available under the 1934 Act. The maximum punishment 
has been increased to three years imprisonment and maximum fine has been increased to 
Rs.2000. If the guilty was found to be a parent or guardian or relative of the dedicated woman, 
the penal provisions are even stronger. Imprisonment in such a case can extend up to five years 
with a minimum term of two years and the fine can be up to Rs.5000- with the minimum fine 
being Rs.2000 Karnataka Devadasis (Prohibition of Dedication) Act quite significantly 
provided that rules may be framed to provide for the custody, protection, welfare and 
rehabilitation of the Devadasis. The rehabilitation of the Devadasis had to be central to the 
realization of the objectives set out in the Act and due recognition was given to this aspect in 
the Act itself. The Government has to undertake legislation at a very early date to put a stop to 
the practice of dedicating young girls and young women to Hindu temples which has generally 
resulted in exposing them to an immoral life 

The above table shows legislations in four states. 47 respondents in Karnataka know 
about Devadasi Samarpan Nishedhan Act 1982, 49 are aware of Karnataka Devadasi 
Prohibition of Dedication Act 1982 and also Devadasi Prohibition of Dedication Act 1992 and 
47 in Maharashtra are aware of Bombay Devadasi Protection Act, in which the prevalence of 
practice of devadasi tradition still exists.43 respondents from Andhra Pradesh are aware of 
Andhra Pradesh Devadasis (Prohibiting Dedication) Act 1989. 28 of respondents from Tamil 
Nadu are aware of Madras Devadasi (Prevention of Dedication) Act 1947. 
 They say the legislation is weak and in most of the cases production of witness is a 
big problem and only two cases were convicted till now in Karnataka.  
Maharashtra: 

Bombay Devadasi Protection Act 1934 in 1934 when the Bombay Devadasi Protection 
Act was passed by the British Government. This Act covered the Bombay state, as it existed 
then. Bombay Devadasi Protection Act declared dedication of a woman as an illegal act, 
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irrespective of the fact whether the dedication was made with her consent or not. According to 
this Act, marriage by a Devadasi was to be considered lawful and valid, and the children from 
such wedlock were to be treated as legitimate. The Act also laid down grounds for punitive 
action that could be taken against any person or persons, who were found to be involved in 
dedications, except the woman who was being dedicated. Those found guilty of such acts could 
face a year’s imprisonment or fine or both.  
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana: 

Andhra Pradesh (Andhra and Telangana) does not have many schemes for devadasis. 
However, the devadasi practice has been banned through Andhra Pradesh Devadasis 
(Prohibition of Dedication) Act, 1988. The Act penalizes the practice of dedication and makes 
it cognizable and nonbailable offence. The Act further lays down the duties of the district 
management regarding the prevention. Similar Act called The Andhra Pradesh Devadasis 
Prohibition of Dedication Rules 2015 was enacted in 2015. Unlike the previous one, the Act 
has provisions for rehabilitation and relief of devadasis. The Act says that the government 
should fund preventive activities, should provide education and house for devadasi as well.  
Tamil Nadu: 

Madras Devadasi (Prevention of Dedication) Act, 1947 Madras Devadasi (Prevention 
of Dedication) Act, 1947 was also in operation in the then Mysore state which was renamed as 
Karnataka in 1972. The two Acts then existing were replaced by the Karnataka Devadasis 
(Prohibition of Dedication) Act which was adopted by the State Legislature in 1982 and was 
notified by the Government through its Gazette in 1984.  
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Reasons for the Poor/Non- Implementation of Legislations: 

 
 The diagram represents the reason for the Poor/Non-Implementation of Legislations, 
116% of the respondents say corruption, 134% of the respondents say lack of awareness, 91% 
of the respondents say rigid rules and 36% of the respondents say lack of survey as reasons for 
the Poor/Non-Implementation of Legislations. 

 There is no official statistics on the number of devadasis living in our country. Lack of 
data on the issue leads to insufficient measures taken by the government. It is suggested that 
there should be a baseline survey to find out the extent and prevalence of Devadasi system in 
India in various states. The police personnel are not aware of the legislations pertaining to 
devadasis in their respective states. As a result, there is no registration of cases and even if it is 
registered there is no conviction of cases. This results in the continuance of the Devadasi system 
in many states.  
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Suggestion for Improvement in Legislations: 

Suggestions to Improve Present Legislations 

Responses Frequency Percentage 
Sensitizing the devadasis and other stakeholders on 
legislations 51 10.70 

Be practical while framing the legislations 141 29.60 

Involve people working at grass root level  125 26.30 

Amendments in legislations 40 8.40 

Appointment of concerned officials 25 5.30 

Prevention of  corruption 58 12.20 

Punitive action 36 7.60 

Total 476 100.00 

 The above table shows the stakeholders suggestions to improve the existing 
legislations. 29.6% of them suggest being practical while framing the policies and 26.3% of 
them suggest to involve the people working at grass root level while framing the policies. 12% 
of them say that corruption should be reduced, 10.7% of them suggest that the judgment should 
be quick and early, 8.4% of them suggest amending the legislations and 7.6% of them suggest 
to take punitive action should be stringent.   

 Devadasis themselves are not aware of the legislations. Creating awareness about the 
prevailing legislations and making people know about the stringent punishment given for 
dedication of girls to the temple will result in eradicating the devadasi system. Periodical 
amendments in the existing legislations will help to curb the problem in an extensive manner. 
Steps should also be taken for proper implementation of the existing legislations. Monitoring 
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mechanism should also be in place for proper implementation. Speedy trials through fast track 
court will help in a long way to avoid unnecessary delay in proceeding with the case.  

Supreme Court’s Initiative on Public Interest Litigation  

 In the year 2014, the Supreme Court has asked the Chief Secretary of Karnataka to take 
steps to prevent unmarried girls from being forced to become devadasis at a February 13-14 
religious event, staying the practice of “dedication” that eventually leaves these temple 
courtesans vulnerable to abuse. The court also asked the Centre, the National Commission for 
Women and state governments of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra to respond to 
a public interest plea that said similar practices were continuing in these states. The PIL filed 
by Sabu Stephen the President of SL Foundation a NGO, which sought suitable guidelines to 
rid the country of the menace, said hundreds of young girls, all from poor and mostly Dalit 
families, were being exploited in the name of being dedicated to temple deities. The PIL had 
alleged that devadasis would be dedicated at the event on the intervening night of February 13-
14 in front of the Uttangi Durga temple in Karnataka’s Davangere. Chief Justice P. Sathasivam 
and Justices Ranjana Prakash Desai and Ranjan Gogoi asked the Chief Secretary to take 
necessary steps to prevent the so-called dedication service and directed the court registry to fax 
a copy of the order to the Karnataka bureaucrat. The PIL cited newspaper reports that said that 
despite the Karnataka Devadasis (Prohibition of Dedication) Act, 1982, the practice continued 
in the state and also in neighbouring Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra. “It is 
clearly indicated in the report(s) that (on) the full moon on Magha month (February 14) an 
effort is being made to bring hundreds of girls to dedicate them as devadasis.... “The act of 
dedication of devadasis is a matter of national shame and the same is to be stopped forthwith 
in all parts of the country,” the PIL said. The petition alleged that many devadasis, exploited 
by local landlords and influential men, had been left to fend for themselves and were dying of 
poverty or sexually transmitted diseases. It also said all the states mentioned had enacted the 
Devadasi Prohibition Act in 1982 but no measures had been taken to curb the practice. 
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Policies, Programmes and Schemes for Devadasis: 

State Wise Distribution of Policies, Programmes and Schemes 

Karnataka 

Plan Name Frequency Percent 
Monthly Pension schemes 53 25.9 
Housing schemes for Devadasis 39 19 
India-Canada Collaborative HIV/AIDS 
Project (ICHAP) 7 3.4 

Devadasi Rehabilitation Programme 14 6.8 
Income Generating Activity       34 16.6 
Short Term Loan To Devadasis who are 
members of Self Help Group 19 9.3 

Training for Devadasis in Self 
Employment  20 9.8 

Marriage Scheme Rs. 50000 2 1 
30Kg Rice from Social Welfare 
Department 1 0.5 

Swathe Beema Medical Coverage 3 1.5 
LIC Coverage for Rs.25000 2 1 

Maharashtra 
Devadasi Marriage Scheme 23 11.2 
Devadasi Pension Scheme 21 10.2 
Hostel for Devadasi Children 13 6.3 

Andhra Pradesh Housing and Land Schemes 9 4.4 

Given table shows state wise distribution of policies, programmes and schemes. 
Compared to other states Karnataka has lots of policies, programmes, and schemes. Among all 
the schemes, monthly pension scheme is the one which 25.9% of respondents are aware. 19% 
of the respondents are aware of housing schemes and 16.6 % of respondents are aware of 
income generating activities. In Maharashtra there are three schemes for devadasi women. As 
per the respondents remarks Devadasi pension schemes are common among the three. Andhra 
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Pradesh has housing and land schemes for devadasi women in which 4.4% respondents are 
aware of the scheme. 
 The Social Welfare Department in Karnataka State undertook various programs such 
as establishment of exclusive state-homes for the victims of devadasi system. They have also 
established special residential school for children of devadasis as they are more prone to be the 
victims of this system. Moral education, vocational training like tailoring, embroidery, and 
knitting are taught to devadasis in state-homes. Devadasis of marriageable age are encouraged 
to get married and settle in life. For this, minimum incentive is sanctioned by Karnataka State 
Government. They are also provided subsidized loans through nationalized banks to start self-
employment or business under the assistance of Social Welfare Department. Priority is given 
to devadasis in case of various benefits provided through developmental programs for weaker 
sections of the society such as Janata Housing Scheme, Bhagya Jyoti, Grahakalyan, Old-age 
pensions and Training of Rural Youth for Self Employment. A special effort is made for the 
rehabilitation of devadasis, and entrusted with publicity of various rehabilitative programs and 
curbing the spread of this evil practice. Voluntary organizations which are interested in 
rehabilitation of devadasis and their children are also supported with Government funds. 
 Besides the state home for women in Athani to rehabilitate devadasis, a certified school 
for children of devadasis is also established in Sundatti which has one of the largest 
concentration of devadasis. The Social Welfare Department has also chalked out programs for 
rehabilitation of devadasis under the Graha Kalyan Scheme. Vocational training is being 
imparted to willing devadasis to enable them to earn a respectable livelihood. 
 In Karnataka and Maharashtra, there are pension schemes for devadasis. However, 
eligible age for the scheme is 45 years. But as far as employment is concerned, it is very hard 
for devadasis to get job elsewhere. Many of the stakeholders suggest that the pension schemes 
should be given to all devadasis without age limit and the pension amount should be increased.  
 In Maharashtra, the pension schemes are not given properly to the devadasis. It is given 
once in 3 months or 6 months. The devadasis get an amount of 1000 rupees as pension, many 
of them claim that the pension amount is not enough to meet the living expenses. They feel that 
pension schemes should be increased. However, in Maharashtra, all the schemes have been 
stopped in 2009. No marriage has been conducted under the marriage loan schemes. This is 
either due to strict rules or the devadasis are not aware of the schemes available for them. The 
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free education, uniform and educational kit schemes were stared on 29.8.1994 and stopped in 
2012. The old devadasis have been shifted to the Sanjay Gandhi Schemes so now only the elder 
devadasis get pension.  
 In some parts of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh (Including Telangana), lands are given 
to devadasis but, these lands are often unfertile and devadasis cannot make use of them. Hence 
agricultural land should be given so that they can get a regular income.  Some of the 
stakeholders argue that actual number of devadasis is less compared to the statistics available 
with the government and NGOs. During last 20 years, the government has introduced many 
schemes for devadasis and for their welfare, so many of the non-devadasis claimed themselves 
as devadasis for the sake of getting benefits from the government. Government should have a 
proper mechanism to identify the devadasis, so the current statistics includes large number of 
devadasis.  

Implementation of Schemes: 

 
 The above diagram represents the reasons for Poor/Non-Implementation of Policies, 
Programmes, and Schemes. 115 of the respondents say corruption is the cause of the Poor/Non-
Implementation of the Policies, Programs, and Schemes. 96 of them say rigid rules as the 
reason. 128 of them say lack of awareness as reason and 35 of them says lack of studies as 
reason for Poor/Non-Implementation of the Policies, Programs, and Schemes. 
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 Schemes doesn’t meet the needs of devadasis. There is no proper mechanism to identify 
real devadasis. The current procedure is to get letter from a village head and show a photo in 
which she wears the costume of devadasis (Basket, Chodiki etc.). A professor from 
Maharashtra says that “these things are readily available in the photo studio, hence anyone can 
take photo and claim themselves as devadasis and avail the benefits” There are middle men to 
get these schemes for devadasis so they take some share from whatever money the devadasis 
get. These schemes do have many strict rules. For instance, the housing scheme can be availed 
only by those who have land to build house. There are loan schemes through banks, but the 
banks ask the devadasi to produce surety which is again impossible for them.  

 A Devadasi Prevention Officer says that “there is lack of funds so these schemes can 
be given only to limited number of devadasis. So we often get recommendations and pressure 
from local politicians to give schemes for particular devadasis. We often get such 
recommendations and pressure, so it is very difficult for us to work”.   

 To reach this office, it took so much time; the office is located in a remote area. One 
cannot easily find the address. Even with the local person being with us. It was very difficult 
for us to reach the office. If this is the scenario, how can an illiterate and old devadasi reach 
this office in order to avail schemes?  

Suggestion for Policies, Programs and Schemes: 

Suggestions of Policies, Programs and Schemes to be adopted by Government 
Responses Frequency Percentage 

More shelter homes to the victims 59 11.90 
Ensuring awareness programs 144 29.00 
Focussing on the economic and socially 
sustainable support 150 30.20 

Programmes that could meet the actual need of 
devadasis 143 28.80 

Total 496 100.00 
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The table shows the suggestions by stakeholders to enhance the policies by the 
government. 11.9% of the respondents suggest provision of more shelter homes and 29% of 
the respondents suggest awareness programmes for devadasis and other stakeholders. 30.2% 
of the respondents suggest that the government should focus on the economic and social 
sustainability of devadasis. And 28.8% suggest that the programmes should meet the actual 
needs of the devadasis.   

 The policies, programmes and schemes of the government should reach the 
beneficiaries without any hassle. A baseline survey needs to be conducted to find out the actual 
needs of the devadasis. The lack of official statistics and information about the socio-
demographic profile of the devadasis hinders the government to make effective policies for the 
welfare of the devadasis as well as for complete eradication of the Devadasi system. There is 
an urgent need to focus on the rehabilitation of devadasis in order to empower them and to 
prevent them from getting into prostitution. The immediate need of the devadasis during and 
after rehabilitation should be the focus of the government to provide them the sustainable 
standard of living. 
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At present the devadasi system is prevalent in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Maharashtra and Karnataka. The estimated number of devadasi according to National 
Commission for Women report 2500 devadasis in the Karnataka-Maharashtra border. The 
present study extensively interacted with stakeholders related to the devadasi system in 
addition the Field Investigators interact with 41 devadasis who informed about the presence of 
4110 devadasis in 14 districts of five States. Out of these interaction a qualitative analysis has 
been done on eighteen case studies based on the relevance to the study and willingness of the 
informant. 
 
The case study, their analysis and recommendations are included in the following sections: 

CASE STUDIES: 
Karnataka 
Case Study 1: (Kokatnoor, Belgaum) 

She is around 85 years old. She begs in front of the Kokatnoor temple in Belgaum district 
of Karnataka. As she puts it, “I was dedicated when I was very young. I don’t even remember the 
age. I have three sisters. All three of them are devadasis, even my mother and grandmother were 
devadasis. When I was young, I was earning money. I’m old now so I don’t have any other option 
but begging. I have a son who is a truck driver, he frequently travels. I have a daughter who got 
married, and she is settled in Gujarat.  No one takes care of me now. My daughter says if you have 
money for up and down train fare then you can come to my home otherwise don’t come. I’m old, 
I can’t work so I don’t have any other source of income. I have never heard about the pension or 
other schemes. So opted to beg which is the practice used by many devadasis in their old age. 
People coming here drop some money and my life goes on……..” 
Case Study 2: (Bijapur) 

She lives in Turve village of Bijapur. She is around 58 years old. She says “I belong to 
the Holayar caste. I was dedicated when I was 14 or 15, right after my puberty. It is hereditary 
practice in our family to dedicate girls as devadasis. My mother and grandmother were also 
devadasis. I got married but my husband left me long back. It happens to many devadasis, 
someone will marry a devadasi for the sake of their physical needs, and then they leave them 
and run away. The cycle continues with daughters as well. Many of them don’t approach court 
or police because, this is our way of life. Only if these kind of things doesn’t happen to us, it is 
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a miracle. Now I live with my two sons who are also not economically sound. I get pension, 
but not regularly, I get once in two or three months, sometimes four to five months” 
Case Study 3: (Bijapur) 

She is 63 years old. She says “I was the only girl child for my mother who was also 
devadasi, so I was also dedicated as devadasi. It is a regular practice that if the devadasi has a 
single girl child, the girl will be dedicated as devadasi to take care of the mother in her old age. 
We don’t want to impart this to our next generation, so we stopped everything. But we don’t 
get any support from the government or others. We won’t even get menial labour jobs like 
other women. The government has schemes but it is very tough for us to get them. They give 
house only to people who have land, if we have land why do we come to this profession? The 
pension scheme is only for the devadasis who are above the age of 45. Moreover, many of the 
non-devadasis also get these benefits”. 
Case Study 4: (Bagalkot) 

She says that “when I was around 12 or 13, my family was in extreme poverty and few 
of the upper caste men forced our family to dedicate me as devadasi so that my family can 
come out of the economic problem. The government never addresses these problems. It is often 
people like you who come for the study not the government. There are 300 devadasis in the 
village but only three houses were given to devadasis that too for the people who have lands 
they get house. We people are the lowest section of the society if we have lands why wouldwe 
seek government’s help?”   
Case Study 5: (Bagalkot) 

Refused to provide name: She says “I was dedicated due to poverty, when I was 15 
years. Now I have three kids and they are school going. Almost 50% of our children study till 
10th std and start working. They don’t continue schooling because of the stigma and labelling. 
We don’t get any help from the government. Now I have HIV. There is no hospital in our 
village and I have to travel a lot to hospitals. Even in hospitals they only give tablets. If we get 
other diseases, the doctors won’t do any operations since we have HIV. I have told you only 
very few problems we have but your time won’t be enough to listen to all our problems. Like 
you, many people come and ask about our life style and problem, every time we expect that 
some good will happen but at the end nothing happens. The society uses us as a ‘use and throw’ 
object, at least we are happy that we are helping people like you”.   
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Maharashtra 
Case Study 6: (Sangli) 

He is a transgender who lives in Vishrambagh, Sangli. He is a priest at the Yellamma temple. 
He was dedicated as devadasi when his parents found that he is a transgender. Many parents do the 
same to avoid the stigma the family receives from society. He further says that “we are not like other 
transgenders, we won’t beg in public places. Since we are dedicated as devadasis, we lead our life by 
doing pooja at Yellamma temple. Many of the devotees offer grains and money to us. (About 10 
female devadasis live with him).” 
Case Study 7: (Solapur) 

She lives in Solapur. She says that “I have a Thulja Bhavani and a Yellama temple in 
one part of my home. Like other devadasis, I don’t indulge in prostitution. I do pooja in my 
temple and my life goes on by serving the goddess. I don’t remember when I was dedicated 
but I have been serving goddess from my childhood. I got married too. We have a music troupe 
which plays Chowdi, Surti and Thala. We do play in some temple festivals and they give 
money. I haven’t heard about the pension and others schemes at all. Moreover, I don’t need all 
those things. I believe in the goddess and she will take care of me. I wish my life should end in 
this temple as well”. (Field Investigator noted a transgender in the music troupe, wherever there 
is a devadasi group, we can find transgenders with them) 
Case Study 8: (Thane) 
 She is 60 years old and is from Bijapur, Karnataka. She was dedicated as a devadasi 
when she was very young due to poverty in the family. She has two elder brothers. The 
dedication took place in Karnataka. She was dedicated by her family because she could bring 
in income for the family. She was taken to Maharashtra by her uncle where she became a 
commercial sex worker. She earns for her family and her brothers have settled down because 
of her earning. She used to visit her native but now she has been set aside by the family 
members. She doesn’t get any benefits from the government. She is unhappy about this culture 
and she wants the tradition to stop with her generation and not continue.  
Case Study 9: (Thane) 
 She is a 65 year old devadasi. She is from Karnataka. Now she has settled in 
Maharashtra. She was married to Goddess Yellamma when she was very young due to some 
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illness and she has a strong belief in goddess Yellamma. She is not into prostitution. She is 
married and she leads a normal life with her family. She has the typical “jat” hair and also has 
“pottu” thali on her neck. She goes for begging every Tuesday and Friday and she earns by 
selling some fruits and vegetables.  
Andhra Pradesh 
Case Study 10: (Mehaboobnagar) 

She is a 60 year old Jogini dedicated to Goddess Yellamma at the age of nine. She hails 
from Uktoor which comes under Mehaboobnagar district. She was dedicated to Yellamma due 
to traditional reasons and false religious beliefs. During dedication, a necklace was tied around 
her neck with red beads. Her only source of income after dedication is begging. Every Tuesday 
and Friday she goes for begging in Yellamma temple and nearby houses. She was the eldest 
among the children. For having a boy child in the family she was dedicated to temple. 
Dedication ceremony took place in front of her house. She has a daughter who is doing her 
degree. And also she has two brothers and two sisters. Since she is above sixty years she is 
getting old age pension. According to her, the system of dedicating girls to the temple should 
be eradicated completely at least in this generation. 
Case Study 11: (Mehaboobnagar) 

She is a 32 year old Basavi dedicated to God Anjaneyar in her childhood. She belongs 
to the Scheduled Caste called “Mathika” in which the dedication is very common. Poverty and 
religious beliefs like dedicating single girl child to God are the reasons behind the dedication. 
Now she has two boys who are doing their primary schooling in government schools. During 
their enrolment in schools, mother’s name was used instead of father’s name. She works as a 
daily labourer, but there is no proper/regular income to her family. (NGO people pointed out 
that she is into sex work) 
Case Study 12: (Chittoor) 

She is from Chittoor. She was dedicated by her parents because she had some problem 
in her eye. So her parents prayed and dedicated her to the goddess Mathamma. She has two 
brothers. Her dedication ceremony happened like a marriage ceremony and her uncle sponsored 
and did all her dedication rituals and her uncle tied the mangalsutra to her. He just tied the 
mangalsutra for the purpose of dedication, he was already married. After her dedication she 
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was asked to dance during the festival seasons. Then she lived with a person for a year and that 
person left her with a baby. She is working as a daily labourer. She has a son, who also work 
as daily labourer. Government has given her land for her rehabilitation. The land was given in 
the outskirts city and therefore is of no use. Her family doesn’t have any other source of income 
other than her son‘s wages.  
Case Study 13: (Chittoor) 

He was dedicated to Goddess Mathamma by his parents due to illness. He doesn’t 
remember the dedication ceremony which happened to him. He used to dance during the 
festival seasons. As government had some rules and restrictions regarding people who dance 
during festivals, he stopped dancing and he is working as a daily labourer now. He used to 
maintain the Mathamma temple in the village. He used to do pooja on both Tuesdays and 
Fridays. He is married and has two children. He hasn’t received any benefits from the 
government. 
Tamil Nadu 
Case Study 14: (Mangatucherri Village, Vellore District) 

She is the third of seven children born to a Mathamma and her guardian. The first girl 
child of the family died and she herself was seriously ill after birth. In the belief that she will 
also die, her parents vowed to dedicate her at the local temple and she miraculously survived 
the illness. Her dedication ceremony happened when she was seven. There was an elaborate 
ceremony in which the mangalsutra was first tied to the sword and then to the Mathamma. In 
her case the older upper caste Naidu from the village tied the mangalsutra. Like all Mathammas 
she wore a yellow saree decked with flowers. The maternal uncle who performed rituals during 
puberty was not allowed during the dedication. This is the result of the mistaken belief that the 
uncle will die if he ties the mangalsuthra. The Mathamma was taught dance ever since she was 
a young girl. However, her public performance happened on the day of the dedication. 
Subsequently she danced in all the festivals for Mathamma till the age of twenty. After her 
dedication she fell in love with a person from the village and had a relationship with him. Her 
daughter is now 24years and she works in a garment company and earns Rs.5000 per month. 
Her daughter is not dedicated. She finds it difficult to get her daughter married because she is 
a Mathamma. All the proposals that come are for second marriage. She also had a relationship 
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with her sister’s husband but the baby died during pregnancy. No one in her family respects / 
supports her. She doesn’t have a place to stay and a proper source of income. Her only aim in 
life is to prevent her daughter from getting into the bind of the Mathamma System. (The people 
at the local NGO pointed out that she prefers sex work rather than accruing a skill and taking 
other jobs. After giving an interview to the media, more and more people have approached her 
for sexual favour). 
Case Study 15: (Thiruvallur District) 

She is 24 years old and lives with her mother. She is mentally challenged. Her mother 
said that she was dedicated when she was young due to some illness. Few weeks after her birth, 
the child’s eye were closed and there was no action from the child so she dedicated her child 
to Goddess Mathamma. So she was with her child in the Mathamma temple for two days and 
after two days she saw some improvement in the child. She said that it’s only because of 
Goddess Mathamma that her child was cured. She was raped by a man from the community. 
As she is mentally ill she didn’t even know the person who misused her. Her mother said that 
even she noticed her daughter’s pregnancy only in the sixth month. She was ill treated by the 
community people as she is from the Mathamma community. After a long struggle, the guy 
accepted to give some monetary compensation for her but he is not willing to marry her. She 
has a boy child who is studying in the fifth standard. She gets pension for Physically Challenged 
from government. SRED NGO who is working in that area provides Rs.200 per month for her 
son towards his education. 
Case Study 16: (Singasamuthiram Block, Tiruttani) 

She is 25 years old. She is from Arunthathiyar community. She was dedicated when 
she was six years old by her parents due to her illness. During her dedication she wore a dress 
of goddess and carried weapons like knife and spear. Her dedication was like marriage 
ceremony. There was a bridegroom but he was not allowed to tie the mangalsutra. They 
themselves or the elder devadasis tie the mangalsutra. The mangalsutra is with pottu and with 
red and black beads. She used to dance during the village festivals and sometimes she was paid 
and sometimes not. Even if her husband dies, she is not supposed to remove her thali or other 
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customs practiced in Hindu religion. She is now married to a man in Andhra Pradesh and has 
a boy of 5 years. 
Case Study 17: (Singasamuthiram Block, Tirutani) 

She is the oldest Mathamma in the village. She is around 80 years old. She was dedicated 
when she was very young and she doesn’t even remember when she was dedicated. The dedication 
ceremony was similar to that of other devadasis. She was also dedicated because of her illness. 
When she was young her main duty was to do pooja in the Mathamma temple. She used to dance 
during the village festivals. She got married and has two children. That is, she has a husband, who 
is also present when she is engaged in the temple activities. 
Case Study 18: (Viralimalai, Puthukottai District) 

She is one of the oldest devadasis. She is around 80 years old. She belongs to Isaivellalar 
community. She was dedicated when she was six years old. She was dedicated to Lord 
Murugan. The Murugan temple in Viralimalai is a well-known pilgrimage spot. Her dedication 
took place during the king’s period. She used to dance during temple festivals in the kingdom 
of Pudukottai Raja after her dedication. Her daily routine like other devadasis, was to assist 
with poojas in the temple and also to prepare prasadam. They were also in constant attendance 
at the King’s Palace. During Raja’s period she got a lot of monetory and non-monetory benefits. 
She didn’t get married. She has two children, they are married and she has grandchildren. She 
is the only person who knows proper sadir dance. She has trained several contemporary dancers 
on the proper techniques of sadir dance. Even now during the festivals she dances and initiates 
the festivals. 

The case studies mentioned above covers the entire stan of the lives of devadasis from 
dedication to their old age. The case studies have been analyzed through a qualitative content 
analysis based on the same variables which were used in the quantitative analysis. 
Status of Devadasis  

The case studies reveal that devadasis are excluded from the society and neglected by 
the family as well. Most of the devadasis we met were old. Since they cannot earn through sex 
work, they take up begging which is a well-known profession for the devadasis. 
Prevalence Districts   
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 The prevalence districts have been detailed in quantitative analysis itself. However, the 
research team encountered more devadasis in certain place. In Karnataka, devadasis can be 
found in Suvudatti, Athani and Kokatnoor in Belgaum district. Mudhol, Jammukandi, 
Rabukkavi in Bagalkot district. Kakandikai and Bhableshwar in Bijapur. In Maharashtra, red 
light area of Mumbai, Thane, Solapur, Sangli and Mirajh as more prevalence of Devadasis. 
The prevalence districts in Tamil Nadu are Thiruvallur, Vellore, Kanchipuram, Thanjavur and 
Pudukottai. In Andhra Pradesh, it is prevalent in Karimnagar, Warangal, Nizamabad, 
Hyderabad, Medak, Chittoor, Rangareddy, Nellore, and Mahaboobnagar.    
Identification of Devadasi Women 
 Devadasis are mostly identified with the red and white beads, which is called as 
“Muthu”. The number of beads in the Muthu also differs in different States. However, the 
identification differs according to the deity to whom they are dedicated. For instance, In 
Karnataka and Maharashtra, the devadasis wear red and white beads but in Tamil Nadu, the 
devadasis wear just the red bead with dollars of the god or goddess they dedicated. Devadasis 
can also be identified through their dress code. They are devadasis who still follow the dress 
code of old devadasis. They wear saree with the small shoulder bag which has Bandra (yellow 
thilak) offered by the devadasis for those who give money to them. Devadasis also carry a 
statute of Goddess and Basket used for begging which is called as Pardi in Kannada. Devadasis 
are also identified by their names – Mathamma, Yamunava, Jogini, Basavi etc. 
Communities in which Dedication is Prevalent  
 The dedication is mostly prevalent in SC community. Within the SC community, there 
are certain sub cates in which the dedication is extensive. Sub Cates such as Madiga, Holeya, 
Mythiri. Kamble, Dasar practice dedication largely. In Maharashtra, it is prevalent among 
Madiga, Magar, Sambar, Salvade sub castes. In Tamil Nadu, early devadasis belonged to 
Isaivellalar community and now most of them belong to Arunthathiyar and Chakkiliyar 
communities.  Mala, Mang and Madiga are the sub castes who largely practice dedication in 
Andhra Pradesh. 
Dedication Ceremony  
 The dedication ceremony differs state to state. Even though it culturally differs it is 
similar to the marriage in that culture.  There are some common factors in the dedication 
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ceremony. The mangal sutra is tied in all the ceremony and old devadasis or the girl who is 
going to become a devadasi ties the mangal sutra themselves. In Maharashtra and Karnataka, 
food will be served after the dedication ceremony. In a conversation with a devadasi, she 
informed that the dedication ceremony will not be completed without serving food to the 
devadasis. It is very easy to identify the dedication if they serve food to devadasis. In order to 
avoid apprehension, their family will give cash to the group of devadasis instead of food. 
Dedication ceremony in Tamil Nadu by devadasi During her dedication she wore a dress of 
goddess and carried weapons like knife and sulam. Her dedication is like marriage ceremony, 
there is a bridegroom but he was not allowed to tie the mangalsutra. They themselves or the 
elder devadasis tie the mangalsutra. The mangalsutra is with pottu and with red and black 
beads. 
 Moreover, there is a new modus operandi in dedicating the girl. Unlike dedication in 
those days, at present the girl will be in some other place and the mangal sutra for her muthu 
kattu will be worshipped some distance away and sent to the girl. So there won’t be any 
noticeable ceremony and a girl can tie the mangal sutra and become a devadasi. A stakeholder 
said that “there is no dedication anymore. The purpose of dedication is to earn money and they 
don’t bother if they get it after the muthu kattu or without muthu kattu. So without the ceremony 
girls practice prostitution or they are sent to brothels. He further says that the government can 
claim that there is no muthu kattu, so the dedication however the core issues of young girls 
being involved in prostitution remains the same”. These inputs from the devadasis and the 
stakeholders reveal the new trend in the dedication process. 
Decision Making for Dedication  
 It is evident from the case studies that the decision for dedication is mostly taken by the 
parents. The dedication of girls takes place between the age of 10-15 years, so the girls are not 
in position to resist the dedication.  
Contributing Factors 
 The literature enumerates many contributing factors for dedication but the situation 
has entirely changed. The case studies reveal that the dedication is mainly due to poverty, 
religious beliefs and hereditary practice. Among these three factors poverty plays a vital role. 
In addition, the old devadasis who works in brothels play an important role in dragging poor 
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girls into prostitution. Firstly, these old devadasis target the poor families, who are in the 
devadasi tradition and lure those girls into prostitution. Secondly, the old devadasis who work 
in brothels in major cities or those who indulge in the home-based prostitution earn money. 
The families which are already in the devadasi tradition are attracted to send their girls in to 
prostitution in order to make money.  

Problems of Devadasis 
Devadasis in Marriage 
 Marital relationship seems very complicated among the devadasis. They are not 
allowed to marry any one person as they were married to god. However, most of the devadasis 
have married and their husbands leave them once they have a child. Since they are devadasis, 
these women cannot go for legal redressal. A devadasi said that “I got married but my husband 
left me long back. It happens to many devadasis, someone will marry a devadasi for the sake 
of their physical needs, and then they leave them and run away. The cycle continues with 
daughters as well. Many of them don’t approach court or police because, this is our way of 
life. Only if these kinds of things don’t happen to us, it is a miracle”. Many others devadasis 
who don’t marry have partners. Sometimes these women have multiple partners. Many of them 
are unaware of the fathers of their children. It is understood through field work that these 
devadasis have accepted this way of life.  
Till what age do devadasis practice prostitution? 
 There is no specific age limit in prostitution. It depends on the health condition of the 
devadasi. Unlike commercial prostitutes, devadasis come in to prostitution in their teenage, so 
their health conditions worsen earlier when compared to other prostitutes. So, the devadasi 
cannot get customers after the age of 40 due to bad health condition. 
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Source of income for devadasi 
 Sex work is the major source of income for devadasis when they are young. Once they 
get old either they beg for the livelihood or they dedicate their daughters if they have any. The 
devadasi earns more money in begging since there is a religious sanction to begging. A 
devadasi said that a normal devadasi earns at least 500-1000 a day. She furthers makes that 
many non-devadasis dress up like devadasis to earn money through begging. Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana governments provide pension schemes for the old 
devadasis. But many claim that they don’t receive pension regularly and the pension amount is 
not enough to meet their living expenses.   
Various forms of abuses 
 The conversation of research team with devadasis show that the most common form of 
abuses they face is neglect by the family and stigma from the society. There are also other 
forms of abuses which is already quantified in the analysis chapter. Further, ‘naming’ of 
devadasis is a major discriminating factor. The names given to them are suggestive of the 
Devadasi System and indicate that they are available for free sex and prostitution. Ironically, 
the names given to them are names of goddesses – Yellamma, Mathamma etc. 
 

Dedication of Young Girl

Girls are sent to prostituion and for practice home based prostituion 

Get children and husband leaves her

She loses income in sex work once she is old

if there is girl child to devadsi, it is diffcult to get her married since she is a daugher of devadasi 

So, the girl comes into prostituion
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Children of Devadasis 
Status of devadasi children 
 The status of children of devadasis is a major problem associated with the devadasis 
system. The children of devadasis don’t know the father’s name. So problems come when they 
go for school admission. In schools they have to give the father’s names in admission from. 
However, the governments of Karnataka and Maharashtra have instructed schools to not ask 
for father’s name during the admission. So, the children of devadasis give the mother’s name 
as surname and it is very easy for others that one who as mother’s name as surname is a 
son/daughter of devadasi.  A son of devadasi who currently works in a NGO said that “during 
my school day, we had two Sathish (name changed) in our class, when they want to differentiate 
one sathish from an other, they use to brand me as a devadasi son Sathish. Like me many others 
also face problems and have stopped going to school”. A devadasi too said that almost 50% of 
our children study till 10th std and start working. They don’t continue schooling because of the 
stigma and labelling”. Many of the children are school dropouts and are educated only till 
school level. There are also problems faced by devadasis daughters when their marriage is 
arranged. Devadasi said “Her daughter is now 24years and she works in a garment company 
and earns Rs.5000 per month. She finds it difficult to get her daughter married because she is 
a Mathamma. All the proposals that come are for second marriage”. 

 
These children also lack parental control, so the chance of delinquency is high. 
 

Devadais children go to school

After 7-8 std they understnad the sigma and indifference infilicated on them

Gradually Losses intrest in school
Diiscontinues education 

Get attracted towards negative things alcoholism, delinquancy
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Policies and programmes for the children of devadasis   
 The Karnataka government has schemes such as funds for study materials, 

uniform, hostels for devadasi children. In Maharashtra all schemes related to 
devadasis have been discounted from 2012. Notably, many of the devadasis as 
well as the stakeholders do not know about the schemes available for the 
children of Devadasis.  No policies and programmes for children of devadasis 
in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka.   

Inheritance of property by children of devadasis 
 Many of the children of Devadasis doesn’t know their father names. Even if they know 
they don’t have inheritance of property since their birth is not legitimate.  
Legislations 
 Many of the devadasis are not aware of the legislations. They simply know that the 
system has been banned.   
Recommendations by Devadasis 

 Devadasis in all four the states are not aware that the system is a social evil. Hence, at 
the district level and in prevalent districts awareness raising campaigns need to be 
conducted from time to time by the government and the NGOs.   

 Devadasis have to be educated to demand names which identify them as individuals 
and not generic names such as basavi or jogini. This task may be taken by the 
Directorate of Social Welfare Board in each State.  

 At present dedication happens very frequently among the Scheduled Caste 
communities, there are intersecting factors such as poverty, illiteracy and social 
exclusion therefore, special training programmes combined with capacity building for 
young girls need to organised by local administration and NGOs. SHGs can play a 
major role in preventing dedication. 

 The pattern of dedication has changed significantly over time. However, legislations 
still define dedication within a narrow ambit. Hence, suitable modifications need to be 
made at the Centre and State levels in defining what constitutes dedication.  

 Religious beliefs and hereditary practices play a major role in the dedication of girls 
from disadvantaged communities. More stringent action oriented laws need to be put in 
place to monitor perpetrators such as temple priests and village henchmen.  



28 
 

  

 Of late, there are instances of Devadasi women getting married. However, the marriage 
is short lived, unsustainable and oppresses the Devadasi women. So media has to play 
a major role in removing the stigma associated with Devadasis in marriage. Hence 
documentaries on perpetration and prevention of Devadasi system need to be included 
as trailers in movie halls in prevalent districts.  

 One reason for perpetration of Devadasi system is because older Devadasis are 
neglected by family, society, and need to fend for themselves. Already pension schemes 
exist in some States like Karnataka. These pension schemes need to be executed in all 
the States and properly monitored, so that the benefits reach the Devadasi. 

 The active period for Devadasis is fifteen to twenty years, starting at the age of 13-14. 
They are more prone to sexually transmitted diseases. Exclusive medical camps need 
to be conducted to prevent and treat the Devadasi women.  

 Children of Devadasis form another vulnerable targets. Stigma and neglect turn them 
into socially deviant. There have been some attempts to create hostels and schools for 
these children. In terms of social inclusion, the purpose of such measures in debatable. 
It is imperative to formulate specific policies at the State level to integrate them into the 
main stream society.   
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Introduction 
The rescue and rehabilitation of devadasis have been undertaken by several policies & 

schemes at the Central, State, Local Administration as well as other agencies such as NGOs. 
While lack of awareness among stakeholders is a major problem in combating devadasi system. 
It is imperative that several arms of the government and other agencies have to take a collective 
and holistic approach. The following sections highlights the recommendations which resulted 
out of our study in the states of Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh & Telangana and 
Tamil Nadu. 
Rehabilitation of Devadasis 
 In both Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, rehabilitated devadasis are entitled to a variety 
of State benefits. These include monthly pensions, assistance with housing, free healthcare and 
education for their children. Due to a mixture of corruption and prejudice, they often find it 
difficult to access these benefits. Additionally, many are not aware of their full rights.  In 
January 2012, Karnataka State finally issued 23,000 registered former Devadasi with 
entitlement certificates, enabling them to claim benefits. Though these certificates were 
backdated, it had taken four years for them to be issued. Official figures suggest that there are 
23,000 devadasis in Karnataka, and 17,000 in Andhra Pradesh. These figures are based on the 
number of devadasis registered to receive benefits. Other sources suggest that there may be as 
many as 100,000 in Karnataka and 60,000 in Andhra Pradesh. These figures illustrate not only 
the need to educate devadasi women as to their entitlements, but also the dramatic need for 
States to expand and develop their benefit programmes.  

In the 1990s, due to the limited effect of legislation, State authorities entrusted the 
implementation of the Acts to NGOs. Much of the work of these organisations has been done 
through sanghas, self-help groups, which help women to access benefits, subsidies and legal 
support. Rehabilitated devadasis associated with such groups have proven effective agents in 
preventing dedication ceremonies from taking place. However, due to the limited resources of 
self-help groups, they are not always as successful as they could be in improving the lives of 
former devadasis. Furthermore, the authorities see their existence as the fulfilment of state 
responsibilities to the devadasis, rather than the results which are produced. 
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 In Maharashtra there is a job oriented training program to improve the skills of 
devadasis, run by District Training Centers through government Social Welfare Schemes. 
Through formal communication to the Social Welfare Department, efforts are made to impart 
specific job oriented training programs to identified devadasi girls. The training is customized 
in small groups to train in specific areas such as: tailoring, knitting clothes, weaving, candle 
making, envelope making, vegetable vending, and small provision shop management. 
Depending on each devadasi girl's interest and skills, micro credit loan systems were introduced 
for economic self-sustainability. This effort is an attempt to increase confidence, self-esteem, 
and independence. The aim of the group interaction is to provide enough room to share views, 
opinions, and emotional and psychological support. 

Formal meetings are organized with Primary Health Care staff to provide specific 
treatment and nursing service requirements to devadasi initiated girls in Andhra Pradesh. 
Primary health care staff are trained to provide counselling services to those in need of them. 
Female midwives (field health workers) have access to build connectivity with devadasi 
families. Since female midwives are culturally accepted, it is widely prevalent to utilize the 
services of midwives effectively to gain access to devadasi families. Attempts are made to 
provide good quality medicines, contraceptives, counselling services through primary health 
care centers and midwife field services to build trust and confidence and to improve sexual 
health and psychosocial support through counselling services. 

 Some of the devadasi initiated girls are not willing to change their life style. Efforts 
have been made for such a section or group of girls to participate in job oriented training, the 
micro credit loan system and primary health care service and by encouraging them to 
participate in one to one and group meetings. The conceptual framework of the program is 
designed so that after a certain period of time, the mutual trust may improve, a significant 
number of devadasi girls may be willing to change their views, helping them to become 
empowered economically and building confidence in them, and eventually integrating within 
the community. The society will ultimately understand, negotiate and help such girls to come 
out of the Devadasi system. In the process the religious heads will be motivated to go for more 
ritual cleaning ceremonies to change the attitude of such unwilling girls. 

It was proposed by the Andhra Pradesh government to constitute a Community 
committee including the key stakeholders such as village heads, representatives from women's 
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self-help groups, a few devadasi family representatives, the welfare department, primary health 
care workers, religious heads, and other community based organizations. The Community 
Committee members receive training based on 'children's rights' 'girl child health and psycho -
social' issues and scope of 'community participation' to strengthen the program. The 
Community Committee is responsible for and oversees: organizing of purifying ritual 
ceremonies at regular interval to promote the maximum number of devadasis to participate; 
organizing job oriented training programs; and ensuring the adequacy of health and counselling 
services. The Community Committee also helps to increase the self-sustainability of the 
program, enhance the resilience capacity of target group, and considers cultural and context 
specific issues in order to strengthen the psychosocial-wellbeing of devadasi initiated girls 
(Lalitha, 2012). 

 The Government of Andhra Pradesh has enacted legislation to prohibit the dedication 
of women as Devadasi, Jogini, Basaivi, Mathamma, Parvathi, etc. Penalties for the violation of 
this Act: If any person performs, promotes or takes part in the performance of any ceremony 
or act for dedicating a woman shall be punished with fine between Rs.2000 and Rs.3000 and 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years but which shall not be less than two 
years it the person who performs or dedicates a girl, is her parent or guardian or relative, (he) 
shall be punishable with 2 -5 years of imprisonment and fine of Rs.3000-5000. Anybody who 
propagates the practice of dedication of woman shall on conviction be punished with 
imprisonment of 1-3 years and with fine of Rs.2000-5000.  The Government has also launched 
a scheme, Jeevana Jyothi', in order to dissuade poor families from persisting with this heinous 
practice. Under this scheme the Scheduled Castes Corporation has sanctioned Rs.10000 per 
Jogini as a relief and rehabilitative remedy. This scheme is applicable only to those who were 
dedicated before 1988 and are identified as Joginis. Now the amount has been -increased up to 
Rs.20000, which includes Rs.10000 as loan and the remaining amount as subsidy. However, it 
is not an easy task for the Joginis get the benefit without approaching the intermediaries, 
because of the existing procedures of identification and unfamiliar rules for these illiterates at 
the Banks, which gives a scope for corruption. In fact, it so happened that several beneficiaries 
had to lose from a few hundreds to a thousand to get their Jogini fixed-deposits of Rs.10000 
each from the Banks. Besides, wrong identification of beneficiaries is common. These have 
resulted in the non-percolation of benefits to the deserving beneficiaries as it happens in other 
Government sponsored development programs. 
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Policy Recommendations: 

Policy Recommendations 
Responses Frequency Total Percent 

Increase the pension amount 32 21.50 
Preference in govt.jobs 31 20.80 
Free education till they Study 33 22.10 
Increase the self-help groups and support them 3 2.00 
Rehabilitation should meet the need of the 
devadasi 9 6.00 

Electrical and Electronic Engineering training 5 3.40 
Proper Mechanism to Identify 15 10.10 
Remove the age limit for pension 2 1.30 
Free hostels without examination 9 6.00 
Advertisement in public places 1 0.70 
There should be a toll free number for devadasi to 
get assistance 1 0.70 

Special loans or devadasis 5 3.40 
Housing schemes 3 2.00 

Total 149 100 
 

The above table shows the policy recommendations by the stakeholders. 32% of the 
respondents say that pension scheme should be increased. 20.8% of the respondents suggest 
preference for devadasi children in government jobs. 22.1% of the respondents suggest free 
education for the children of devadasis till they complete their education. 10.1% of the 
respondents suggest having a proper mechanism to identify the devadasis. Very few 
respondents suggest other policy recommendation and those are less than 10%. 

 During the field work, there were three recommendations that often came from the 
stakeholders. Most of stake holders suggested that  
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1. Pension amount of devadasis should be increased and age limit for pension 
should be reduced.   

2. Job assurance/preference in government jobs for the children of devadasis.  
3. There should be free education and free hostels for devadasi children till they 

study 

 A doctor from Karnataka who is working with devadasis for a long time says that “the 
monetary benefit should be less and focus should be on the education and educational kits such 
as notebooks, books, pen and pencils and other educational aids”. He further said that “we can 
invest anything on education because it won’t go waste.”  

Recommendations from the Project Team 
Based on the extensive field visits and interactions with various stakeholders, the 

project team arrived at a series of recommendations. They have been presented along two axes. 
One, is in terms of the variables chosen for the study and the other is to divide them in terms 
of Central, States, Local Administration and Other Agencies. 

1. Perception of stakeholders on the prevalence of devadasi system: 
State: 
 As there is no official statistics available on the exact number of devadasis, it is 

suggested to identify the prevalence of various forms of devadasi system in India.  
 The present study has identified some of the devadasi prone areas in various districts of 

Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. It is recommended to 
strengthen and implement the already existing legislations, policies and programmes 
for prevention of dedication and rehabilitation of devadasis. 

2.  Names of devadasis in each state: 
 Central: 
 As per the International Instruments and the Indian Constitution, it is the right of an 

Individual to have a name on his/her own.  
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 The common names given to devadasi women like Basavis, Jogini, Mathamma etc., is 
a violation of the basic Human Rights. Hence it is suggested to educate these women 
to recognize the importance of their self-identity by owning individual names. 

 
3. Identification of devadasi women: 
      State: 

 Anti-abolishing campaigns have to be conducted to de-identify some of the customary 
practices of wearing thali, beads, carrying basket and denouncing the common name 
like Basavis, Jogini, and Mathamma etc., in the devadasi prone districts of Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. 

 
4. Religion and community that has prevalence of dedication: 
 

Local Administration: 
 Values and attitudes held by male members of the society who are responsible for 

continuation of exploitative customs related with women in general and Scheduled 
Caste women in particular should be studied at grass root levels. 

5. Dedication Ceremony: 
Central: 
 All dedication ceremonies are conducted when the concerned girl is at a tender age (pre-

puberty). Awareness campaigns need to be conducted targeting young girls, especially 
educating the girl children of devadasis and their parents. 

State: 
 Most of the dedications happen in the temples of Yellamma, Mathamma etc. The 

priests, temple trustees, old devadasis and the local affluent landlords need to be 
educated by the stakeholders of devadasi cult on the ill effects of the system. 
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Local Administration: 
 The temple priests and village level Government officials should be made responsible 

for all the new initiations of girls as devadasis. They have to immediately report such 
events to the police.  

 Dedication ceremonies are conducted in different forms to avoid police action. That is, 
the girl is not present at the temple but the beads are kept there and tied at home. 
Stakeholders have to be trained to be vigilant and perceptive. 
 

6. Contributing factors of dedication: 
Central: 
 The study found that poverty is the lead cause for the continuance of this evil system. 

Effective poverty eradication schemes will help in abolition of various social evils 
prevailing in our society, including devadasi system. The government should take 
initiative to alleviate poverty as the main focus in the macro-level development 
programmes.  

 Illiteracy is another contributing factor for the continuance of devadasi system. The 
backwardness of women is attributed to their lack of education. It is a deep-rooted belief 
for centuries that women should not be educated. People fear that it would bring 
misfortune to families whose girls are educated. The popular belief is that female 
education is meant only for devadasi who have to learn the fine arts and literature and 
perform dances in temples on public occasions.  

 Education is a vehicle through which the problem can be solved. It is important to 
recognize the role of devadasi women as change agents and to promote education of 
the girl child, and the social and economic empowerment of women leading to their full 
participation in the economic life and in decision making among devadasis.  

 Central government has a scheme “Beti Padhao, Beti Bachao” to focus on education of 
girls. There should be a special provision in this scheme for girls of devadasis.  

 The religious and superstitious beliefs are deep rooted in the Indian mindset. 
Eradication of these beliefs and evil practices cannot be uprooted overnight from 
society, even though there are strong legislations to curb the problem in India. Hence 
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there is an urgent need for widespread coordinated social reform movement covering 
spectrum of society to eliminate these kinds of social evils. 
 

7. Devadasis getting married: 
Central: 
 Solemnization of marriage through investigation should be conducted by a competent 

officer and registration of marriage should be made mandatory. After marriage a 
periodical follow up should be conducted. As far as possible, such marriages should be 
conducted with the assistance of local voluntary organizations. 

State: 
 The study found that considerable number of devadasis get married and lead a normal 

life. Some of the state governments provide financial assistance to devadasis. But it is 
cumbersome for devadasis to avail the benefit. Hence the procedure for availing the 
benefits for marriage should be simplified. The government should give them 
incentives to lead a good life and at least one of the partners should be given 
employment so that they can lead a happy and dignified life. Otherwise, the marriage 
may prove futile, driving them back to the old pattern of life. 

8. Source of Income for Devadasi: 
Central: 
 The study found that the main sources of income for devadasis are begging and 

indulging in prostitution. It will be a futile effort by the government if they do not 
provide alternative source of income generating programmes for their sustainable 
livelihood.  

  During the process of rehabilitation, a base line survey needs to be conducted to find 
out the skills of the devadasis. Based on the skills, vocational training programmes need 
to be imparted which can facilitate employment opportunities for their self - sufficient 
living. 
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Other Agencies: 
 Government should take initiative to provide loans through banks and cooperative 

societies to start small scale business. Self Help Groups consisting devadasis need to 
be established in devadasi dominated districts. 

9. Status of Devadasi Children: 
Central: 
 Most of the children of devadasis are not aware of their father’s name which prevents 

them from enrolling in regular schools. The stigma attached to these children prevents 
them from continuing their education. Hence school authorities need to be educated to 
not ask for such details and not divulge them to others. 

 As far as the exclusive residential schools for devadasi children are concerned, there 
are arguments and counter-arguments relating to the social inclusion policy of 
Government of India. 

State: 
 In spite of free education schemes given by State governments up to primary level, 

Devadasi children find it difficult to continue their education. Hence, Awareness 
Raising Workshops need to be conducted. 

 Awareness campaigns about the social inclusive policies and programmes of children 
need to be conducted among Devadasis and various stakeholders of the system.  

 It is also suggested to protect all children of devadasis from sexual and other forms of 
exploitation and take all stringent measures against the perpetrators. 

 
10. Legislations: 
 

Central: 
 Legal action within the purview of the Devadasi Prohibition of Dedication Act, should 

be strictly enforced against priests, women procurers, brothels agents, old devadasis, 
and prostitutes living in the village, who directly or indirectly support the system with 
vested interests. 
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 It is also suggested to strengthen the legal processes wherever required by way of 
making amendments in the existing legislations and providing provisions in the 
legislations for the protection of the victims. 

 
State: 
 A Special Officer with an exclusive duty to enforce the Devadasi Prohibition of 

Dedication Act should be appointed with adequate staff and other infrastructure to 
coordinate rehabilitative programs by various voluntary organizations. 

 
11. Policies, Programmes and Schemes for Devadasis: 
 

Central: 
 It is also found that there is lack of focus on the victimological perspective in the 

existing legislations, policies, programmes and schemes. 
 So it is suggested to establish shelter homes for devadasis for the purpose of 

reformation and rehabilitation. 
State: 

 The study found that there are schemes such as pension scheme, housing and land 
scheme, income generating activities for devadasis are given by the governments in 
various states. But there are no uniform policies, programmes and schemes for the 
welfare and benefit of devadasis in all these states. 

 Hence it is suggested 218 that awareness programmes need to be conducted at various 
level staring from block level to state level. This will enhance the number of 
beneficiaries availing the existing schemes. 

 There is evidence in the study that few welfare schemes are available for devadasis 
in various states, but there is a need to update the policies and programmes 
periodically and to enhance the financial assistance in proportion to the present cost 
of living of the general mainstream society. 
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Local Administration: 
 It is suggested to conduct a need based survey on the requirements of devadasis. 

According to the results of the survey, the programmes need to be designed so that 
they meet the actual needs of devadasis. 
 

Other Agencies: 
 It is suggested that periodical meeting with local police, NGOs and higher authorities 

of government services need to be arranged to resolve the issue of devadasi system. 
 The role of NGOs cannot be ignored in dealing with the total eradication of devadasi 

system or rehabilitation of existing devadasis. Hence the government should liberally 
fund NGOs to carry out the rehabilitation measures. The government and the NGOs 
should work hand in hand for the welfare of devadasis. 

 
12. Rescue: 
 State: 

 Sensitizing the family members of the devadasis in the prevalence areas will help in 
reducing the number of dedication of girls in temples. 

 Monitoring the activities of the temple priests and the local influential people can curb 
the problem of dedication in the temples. 

 Since most of the rescues take place in brothels, the law enforcement agency should 
keep a vigilant eye on the activities of the brothels. 

 The government should construct shelter homes or temporary stay homes for the 
rescued devadasis. In the shelter home there should be assistance in the form of non-
formal education, psychological, medical, legal and financial support to be provided 
for the rescued devadasis. 

 As far as the medical support is concerned, the rescued devadasis, with their consent, 
should be tested for venereal diseases like STD/HIV/AIDS. If they are affected by 
any of these diseases the government should provide medical support for the victims.  
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 If the rescued devadasis require any legal support, the government should provide 
free legal aid for them. 

 
Local Administration: 
 Short term vocational training programmes need to be imparted for the inmates of the 

shelter home. 
Other Agencies: 
 Initiatives need to be taken for the protection of devadasis from the offenders and to 

reintegrate them back to the family should be the main objective of the shelter homes. 
 
13. Rehabilitation: 

Central: 
 There is a long felt need to conduct a systematic survey covering the entire country 

to ascertain the exact population of devadasis. This will provide a database for future 
rehabilitation programmes. 

State: 
 A permanent office should be established in the State capital where the prevalence 

rate is high to monitor the progress with regard to the rehabilitation of devadasis at 
various centers. 

Local Administration: 
 It is necessary that rehabilitation and correctional centers be located in rural areas 

where the practice is prevalent with a high rate. These institutions can be voluntary 
organisations, and managed by trained social workers. The government should 
provide the necessary financial assistance. These centers should be periodically 
inspected by the Government.  

 Devadasi Rehabilitation Centers should further be transformed into small scale 
industrial units. For this purpose, financial aid from central agencies may be made 
available. This facilitates the economic viability of rehabilitation centers and 
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development of individual skills of devadasis. This will certainly help them to earn 
livelihood through respectable and gainful employment.  

 Voluntary organizations which are active in correction and rehabilitation of 
devadasis, should have an exclusive Research Cell, consisting of trained research 
assistants and social workers., for conducting follow-up studies of those who have 
been rehabilitated 

Other Agencies: 
 Rehabilitation is the process of correcting or treating an individual to lead a normal 

and law-abiding life. Rehabilitation of devadasis involve changes in the attitude and 
behavior of devadasis and refrain from indulging in social evils. The success of 
rehabilitation depends on the coordinated efforts of various stakeholders like 
government officials, NGOs, law enforcement agencies, judiciary and correctional 
administrators. 

 Sensitizing both the perpetrators who commit the offence and the stakeholders who 
are the torch-bearers for eradication of devadasi system will help in combating the 
problem and facilitate the smooth process of rehabilitation. 

 The Planning Commission, the Department of Women and Child Welfare, the Central 
Social Welfare Board, National Commission for Women, the National Institute of 
Social Defense, academic and research institutions and other organisations concerned 
may be associated with the programme of rehabilitation of devadasis. 

14. Reintegration: 
 

Local: 
 Reintegration of the rehabilitated devadasis into the family is an important phase in 

the process of making them to lead a normal life in the family. It is always safe and 
secure to be in the family to avoid unnecessary exploitation from the pimps and other 
human traffickers for sex work. However, there is a need to assess the condition of 
the family before reintegrating the devadasis, since many of the families are the 
perpetrators of this evil practice. 
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Other Agencies: 
 The devadasis who are into the profession of prostitution have lead a luxurious life 

and they feel comfortable to be in sex work. Their families also financially depend on 
these devadasis for their livelihood. 

 The risk factors are gender, lower economic status, lower social status, lower caste, 
lower level of education, hereditary practice of dedication of girls in the family and 
the reluctance of losing the status of ‘nithyasumangali’. It is suggested that the above 
identified risk factors are to be taken into consideration while devising mechanism to 
eradicate this social evil. 

 The vocational training imparted in the shelter homes or by the government and 
NGOs should be framed in accordance with the needs of the society. If the 
requirements of the society are taken into consideration, then the possibility of 
effective reintegration by the devadasis into the society is higher and it is also 
predicted that the rate of relapsing back to system, profession or practice will be 
reduced considerably. 

15. Programmes to Combat Dedication: 
      Central: 

 Media, particularly television, can be the most effective channel for raising 
consciousness among devadasis and the community at large. 

 State: 
 A state-level committee may be formed for the implementation of the programme. It 

should be chaired by an eminent social worker and it should comprise academicians, 
officials and non-officials. 

 Local Administration: 
  At the district level, a joint committee of officials and non-officials should be 

formed for the implementation of the programme. It should be headed by a 
prominent social worker. This committee should be autonomous in character.  

 Students from colleges and universities must organise camps in the villages of 
devadasis to educate them and help them in rehabilitation.  
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 There should be counselling sessions followed by interaction with them in an effort 
to know what they are good at.  

 Frequent anti-dedication campaigns and rallies should be organised wherever the 
practice is prevalent. 

 Some art forms – Music and Dance traditions – are special heritage of devadasis. 
Efforts should be taken to identify and preserve them. Devadasis can be employed 
as trainers/teachers, thus giving them employment and social status. 

Other Agencies: 
 Government officials and NGOs should be made responsible for stopping the 

initiations.



 
 

  

 
 

 

 

          Appendix IV 
Recommendations Based on Discussion and 

NCW Presentation
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Recommendations for Rehabilitation of Devadasis and Amendment of 
Existing Legislations 
Mechanism to identify devadasis to provide assistance through various 
schemes 

Identification of actual devadasis is an important task in providing benefits for their 
well-being. To avoid duplication of providing assistance to devadasis and non-devadasis there 
should an institutional mechanism to identify devadasis. It is suggested to hire the already 
existing social or health workers like ASHA (Accredited Social and Health Workers) to 
identify devadasis in the high risk villages. They work in association with Primary Health 
Centers. These people make monthly field visits to all homes under the PHC. Moreover, these 
ASHA workers belong to the same village and they know everyone in the village. The services 
of literacy mission workers can also be used since they make visits frequently in villages.  

 
Rescue, Care, Protection, Welfare and Rehabilitation of Devadasis  

The State Governments need to take all necessary steps to rehabilitate the woman 
rescued from dedication, under the "Devadasi Rehabilitation Programme" by providing 
counselling and awareness. The devadasi should be economically empowered by involving 
them in income generating activities, if necessary by providing protection or shelter in remand 
home up to six months and see that the devadasi becomes self-sustained by availing subsidy 
and loans through banks.  

Currently, there is no corpus fund for the rehabilitation of devadasis immediately after 
their rescue. A Devadasi Rehabilitation Fund need to be created at the District level by each 
State with a permanent corpus of at least Rs.10 lakhs at the disposal of the District Magistrate 
which should be renewable. This fund can be utilized for extending immediate help to the 
rescued devadasis.  Immediate assistance of at least Rs. 5,000/- shall be provided by the District 
Administration to the rescued person out of the District Devadasi Rehabilitation Fund at the 
disposal of the District Magistrate. Where the District Magistrate is satisfied that a particular 
rescued person requires more than Rs. 5,000, he or she may disburse such higher amount as 
deemed fit, but limited to the maximum entitlement prescribed under this scheme.  
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The existing Pension Scheme for devadasis varies from State to State. The maximum of Rupees 
One Thousand per month is given as pension to devadasis of 40 or 45 years of age. It is 
suggested to enhance the pension amount to Rupees Three Thousand per month apart from 
other benefits they avail from the government. 

The study found that many of the devadasis are not holding any identity proof like ration 
card, voter ID, Aadhar Card etc. Hence it is suggested that there should be a provision to 
provide the above mentioned identity cards to avail the benefits from the government. More 
specifically it is suggested to deposit the pension amount in the bank accounts of individual 
devadasis and it should be linked with the Aadhar identity card of the devadasis. 

In the existing schemes, there is no provision for children of devadasis, differently abled 
devadasi women and transgenders dedicated as devadasis to avail benefits. The study found 
that the children of devadasis are more prone to violence and discrimination in the society. 
Only in the State of Karnataka there are few schemes for the children of devadasis who are 
otherwise vulnerable to get lured into prostitution.  

Recommendations to Revamp Legislations 
There are exclusive State Legislations on devadasis pertaining to some of the states of 

India. It is suggested to enact comprehensive Central Legislations to deal with devadasi system. 
Even in the State Legislations, it is recommended to amend certain provisions which are 
outdated. 

According to the existing legislations the term “dedication” means the performance of 
any act or ceremony by whatever name called, by which a woman is dedicated to the service 
of a Hindu deity, idol, object of worship, temple or other religious institution or place of 
worship and includes tying "tali with jakini" to a woman or tying a woman by a garland to a 
Garnda Khambham, dhaarana and deeksha. However, the current trend of dedication has 
completely changed. Hence it is suggested to extend the definition for dedication process. 
Likewise, the definition in the current legislation the term of devadasi needs to be changed. 
 

"Devadasi" means any woman so dedicated by whatever name called and includes 
Basov, Jogini, Parvathi, Mathamma and Thyamma. Women who are into commercial sex from 
the background of devadasi tradition should also be included as devadasis. These devadasis did 
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not undergo the process of dedication in temples in a traditional way. So it is suggested that the 
term devadasi be defined in a comprehensive manner which includes commercial sex workers 
also. Dedication as devadasi needs to be made unlawful.  

No mechanism to monitor court cases and convictions 
There is no proper mechanism to monitor the implementation of legislations in various 

states. Hence it is suggested to make arrangements for setting up Special Courts and to grant 
special powers to them to ensure speedy trials and for Special Public Prosecutors to conduct 
the cases.  

Penalties  
It is suggested to increase the number of years of imprisonment up to five years and 

with the fine number of Rupees Ten Thousand. Every offence under this Act shall be 
cognizable and nonbailable. The number of convictions in each State is at a very minimum 
level. The reason for unreporting of these cases is said to be religious beliefs and even during 
the process of trial if the case is reported the conviction rate is very low. The reason being non-
cooperation of witness addressed by the stakeholders. It is suggested to device a mechanism to 
protect the witnesses and also to encourage the general public to come forward to report the 
cases of dedication happening in their villages. 

Punishment for propagation 
The parents, old devadasis, pimps, temple priests are the torch-bearers of the system. 

They promote and propagate the continuation of the system among the younger generation. It 
is suggested to give stringent punishment to the propagators. Whoever propagates the practice 
of dedication of women as Devadasis shall on conviction be punishable with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years with fine of Rupees Fifteen 
Thousand. 
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Implementation of Central and State Level Policies & Schemes 

Despite the various measures to improve the socio-economic conditions of the 
devadasis, they remain vulnerable. They have in several brutal incidents been deprived of their 
life and security by their own family members and society. Under the circumstances, the 
existing laws and the provisions of the Indian Penal Code have been found to be inadequate to 
check and deter crimes against them. It is suggested that stringent measures should be 
introduced in the existing legislations to provide for higher punishment for the torch-bearers of 
the system.  

 
Establishment of National & State Level Monitoring Mechanisms: 
 Take precautionary and preventive measures in places identified as devadasi practice 

prevalent areas 
 Setting up of Devadasi Rehabilitation Cell at the district level under the charge of Director 

and in turn monitored by the State Level Nodal Rehabilitation Centre for supervision of 
various actions taken under the Act.  

 Appointing (i) Nodal Officers to coordinate the functioning of District Magistrates and 
Superintendents of Police or other authorized officers, and (ii) Special Officers at the 
district level to coordinate with the District Magistrate, Superintendent of Police or other 
officers responsible for implementing the provisions of the Act.  

 Constituting State and District Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committees for enhancing 
accountability and greater political supervision of the implementation of the Act.  

 Submitting annual report about measures taken for implementing the Act by the State 
Government to the Central Government.  

 
Authorizing the National Commission for Women  
 To investigate, monitor and evaluate the safeguards provided for devadasis 
 To inquire into specific complaints by existing devadasis of rights violations 
 To conduct deflowering ceremonies to decertify devadasis in order to remove the social 

taboos attached to their identity 
 To discharge such other functions in relation to the protection, welfare and development of 

the rehabilitated devadasis. 
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Scope for Future Research 

It is recommended that the base line survey to be conducted in all five States to ascertain 
the number of devadasis in each State. The study will provide an estimate which will help 
the Government to constitute policy and programmes for the welfare of devadasis. This 
study will also help the government to device the strategy to combat devadasi system in 
India 
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Photographs
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KARNATAKA 
 

 
Certificate issued by Karnataka government for Devadasi woman 
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Devadasis in Kokatnoor temple, Belgaum 
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Devadasi in Hubali bus stop 
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          Devadasi begging in Belgaum temple premises 
 

            

       
               
                Field investigator with Devadasis in Belgaum and Bijapur 
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Devadasis in Modhul 
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Devadasi in Kokatnoor 

MAHARASHTRA 
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Picturization of origin Devadasi system 

 
 


