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NATIONAL COMIISSION FOR WOMEN

4, Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg,
Mew Delhi - 110 002

28th July, 1993

Subject ¢ MINUTES OF 7TH MEETING OF MNCUW
HELD ON 14th JUNE, 1993

Enclosed herewith please find Minutes of the 7th
Meeting of WNaticnal Commission for Women, held on l4th
June, 1993, Action taken on the items concerned may please
'he sent to the undersigned immediately. 8th Meeting of
NCW is scheduled to be held on 03rd August, 1923,

( K.K, Kirty )
Deputy Secretary
1 Members
Heads of Units

Consultants

'PA to Member Secretary

#ﬁ to Chairperson
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MIMUTES OF THE SEVENTH HEREMIPE OF 1T1'E
BATIOHAL, COUMISSION FOR /ONEN HELD Ot
THE 14T!l JURE, 1993,

The Seventh Meeting of the Mational Commission
for Vomen was held at Few Delhi on June 14, 1003,

under the Chairmanship of Ms. Jayanti Patnalk. The

following were present :=

l, Hs. Jayanti Patnaik Chairper=on

2. Ms. Padma Seth Hembhor

3. IMs. Monika Das Hember

4, Ms, B. Senapati Hember

S. IlMs. Annie Prasad Hember Secretary

Ms. Anna Malhotra &nd tis, Rama Dewvi, Hony. Advisers,

attended the meeting as Specizl Invitees.

Shri K.kK. Kirty, Deputy Secretary, Shrl R.F. Madan,
05D to Chairperson and Consultants Shri B.¥. Somaddnr
and Shri r'.S. Ravindra were also present for rendering
assistance.

After Chalrrerson's introductory remarks, the

agenda items were taken up for discussion.

Item No. 1: Confirmation of the minutes of the Sixth

- - ————

Meetirg of National Commission for Women
held on the 6th April, 19¢3

The minutes of the Sixth Meetinc of the Commission
were confirmed subject to the undermentisned smendments
to be made in the said minutes =85 prorosed by MMs. Padma
Seth, Member :-

:a) Item No. 1 relating to the confirmation of the
minutes of the £ifth meeting of the Commission helC on
the lst December, 1993 to be recast a8 under :=

" Smt. Padma Seth, Memher, informed that the
dvisers attend the Commission's mectincs only by
nvitation and when they ¢ive their advice to the

mission either in the Expert Committess or nther-
ise, it iz the Chalrperson/Pembars G ceaco-os or o




expressed by the Advisers could form part o
cussions in the meeting, The sucgestions 1

fember was accepted. It was also decided t

minutes should 2150 record in krief the ddis
and not merely the decisions taken under e:
that the MHember's dissent, if any, should b
with these decisinans, the minukes of the Fi
were confirmed."

s Item Fo. 2 ¢ Action taken
%} Te deciadgos bokon ot S BY

held on the Ist December, 129.

1) The Commission noted that the
met on 2£=29 April, 1923 and finalisec
to the Guardians and VWards Act, 1700 :
ested the repeal of the Hindu NMinority
ship Act, 1956. ( See item Mo. 3, infr
taken at the 6th meectin~ ).

(313 Study an the Impact of Economi

on Women @

In the sbsence nf M(SA), the d
the item was further deferrerd,

(iii) PUBLICITY ON NCU'S ACTIVITIES

( a) Meetinc of the NCW with the Ch:
of the National Dalllies.

The Commiscion noted that the V
not take place in April, 1993 due to 1la
response from the Chief Fditors,

( b ) Regarding AIR and Doordarshan,
prlicy for depicting women in £

licht,




The Commission nnted that a specinl meoting of
the Lady MFs was convened on the 15th May, 1992 by the
Commission to hichlight the inaprropriate projections
of women in the electronic media »nd also to reriest
them to take up the issue of pnsitive portrayal of Women
in all available fnrs including the MPs' Conanltative
Committee attached to the Mindstry of Informotion and

Broadcastinog.

(e)  NoW should assist in projection of serials, skits,

plays etc. on VWomen's issues to be telecasted by

Doordarshon.

The Commission noted that the prorosals for the
production of "fillers" on Doordarshan were beino exa-
mined .

(d) NCW should have a library of its own @

It was noted that actién had been initiated in
this regard.

(iv) Ms. Veen Verma's " The Married Women's (Frotection
of Rights) Bill ",

The Commission noted that the Expert Committee
to suggest new .laws would meet rhortly to discuss the
provisions of the Rill,

(v) Questionnaire for Visits to States.

It was noted in the meetinc that the Mestinnnaire
covering (a) Education of Girls/viomen (ph) Training of
Girls/viomen (¢o) Employment of VWiomen (d) Atrocities against
women including rape, ete, and (e) Women in jail=custody,
had been prepared in connection with the Membor's vigits
to the States., It was also noted that the aforcesaid
questionfaire was sent to all the seven Chief Ministers
and amitheorities concerned of the North-Bastern States
for necessary action. It was succested that the Ouestion-
paire should be circulated in the first instonee to other
Btates brfore the Members wvisited the ataten. 1k was
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be addressed to make necessary artancementsn fo
Members' wisits, It was noted that MNember (PS5
already written to the States of ‘wnmdhra radest
Haryana for makinc necessary arrancoments for |
Members' Visits to those States,

(vi) Petition to the Speaker of the Lol Sahha

the sale of minor cirls.

It was noted that the Rpert Cwmidttes £
existine laws met on the 2r-29 Aprdl, 19093 snpd f
the recommendstions and sugrested smendments to
Indian Penal code and other laws. (see item Ho,
dnder decision taken at the 6th meeting).

(vii) Infant Milk Substitutes, Feedino Eottles a

Infant Foods (Regulation of Production, Su

and Distribution) Act = convening M™EETING

of the Act with a view to sugcest _ amend
if any recuired.

The Commission noted that the Bill was intr
in the Lok Sabha on 8 May, 1992 and the correspon
Act was eventually published in the Cazette of In
Extraordionary, Part=11I Section I dated 13th Dec.
as Act Mo, 41 of 1992. However, Chalrpergon Sugo
that it should be ascertained from the Ministry o
Resourece Development (Deptt. of Women & Child De
as to why the NCW was not consulted in resprct of
even 1f it had lapsed twice. It was alss decided
meeting with Ms. Mecna Swominathan shodld be arran
after a reply is received from the UNICET regaridin
meeting to be convencd to discuss the subjectk,

ltem No. 4: Proposal for setting up of sub-comnlbk

the four rones for collecting informat.
garding rape cages of minor oirls all ¢
the country.

At the outset Chalrpers-n surnagested that skrs
an BExpert committes might bo constirubed, vho wonld
guide-=lines and advise on the enllastisn of daka an

up case-laws for a detailed study of the child raps
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all over the country. Membor (M) howeuyer desired -Eb : rt
- that sub=committees should b» formed in the Eirst

' instance to collect the data recgoarding the child .
rape cases, which would »lsn inelude unreported cases. |
After further discussion It was deaclded that six women

social workers (2 from E=rnakala, 2 f£rom HMahavrashtra
and 2 from Andhra Pradesh), who would serve on the sub
committees to be formed should have a mecting with the |
Chairperson on the 28 and 22 Junly, '293, when !Member |
(MD) will also be present. ;
|

Item No. 5 : Consideratinn of the rceport of the Expert |
committes on Doury Frohibdtion Act, 1961, !
the Commission of Satl (Prevention) Act,

1987, and Roda Mistry's sudggestion regard- :
ing amendment of section of 198 of the Cr. w
P. C. 1

The Commission noted that the report of the Expert
Committee had been faorwarded to the Government on the

30th April, 1993,

be conducted on the first Tuesday of 8very

EEEEDL f

Item No. 6 ¢ Monthly review of all the complaints should

1 It was decided in the mecting that the cases pending
over 1 month, 2=3 months, 2=5 months mi-ht be reviewed to
keep track of these gases so that thessa gould he finolised
without further delay. It was also decided €hat a meeting
of all the "Crimes Against Women's Cells" located in Delhi
should be convened for reviewino of the cases referred to
them and also to consider ways ko make the Cell, more eff-
ective. The meeting was fixed for the 30th June undsr the
Chairmanship of Smt, FPadma Seth lember,

fB} on decisinon taken at the Sixth Meeting hel on
6 April, 1993,

Item No. 3 : Consideration of the report of the Expert

ianshir of minors.

The report of the Fxport Copmitkens ta ocomine

existing laws with reoard ta Fhis aonskady 2o onardian-
s Tk wae maintad



out that the amendments propSsed by the Expert ¢
concerned mainly the Guardians and Wards Act, 1i
to make the Act more secular in as much as the |
is a general law applicable to all citizens irre
of their religion., Consequently, the Exp2rt Comn
has recommended the repealing of Hindu Minority
Guardianship Act, 1956 as the idea was to have a
approach while deciding about the guardianship a
ship. After some discussion it was decided that
portion of the report dealing with custedy and g

should be referred to the Voluntary Organisation
their comments,

Item No, 4 : Training Programme for elected re
of Panchayats (west Bengal).

The proposal for contribution of Rs. 75,00C
during 1993-94 and an equal amount during 1994-9°%
Commlission for the purpose of training programme
elected representatives of Panchayats in West Ben
discussed 1in the meeting and it was noted that no
State had sent similar proposal to the Cammission
was general agreement in principle to accept the
made by the State Governmen:s Ard to make contribu
of Rs, 1.50 Lakhs (in two instalments). It was, |
decided that the Government of West Bengal should
asked to forward a copy of the training modules tc
Commission for study and information,

Item No, 5 : Consideration of the report of the
Committee to examine exEstIﬁ Taws
ggIe of minors-need for amEngﬁent 0
Indian Penal Code, 1860, the Code o

Procedure 1973 ana the Child Marria

Restraint Act, 1929,

It was noted in the meeting that the amendme;
suggested by the Expert Committee in their report
for imposition of penalty on both the father and m
for both buying and selling of children, Any marri
of a minor girl which is followsd by " Sale " of tb
would be declared null and void, All other amendme

recommended are consequential ones, It was decided
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the recommendations of the Committee should be straightway
forwarded to the Government for implementation,

Item No, 6 1t Any other item with the approval of
Chairperson,

(1) The Commission noted that Smt. Lata Singh, Secretaty,

Deptt., of Women & Child Development would wvisit the Commission
on 15th June 1993 at 11.30 A,M,

(11) ¥he Commission took nete of the details of the
proposals sent to the Deplt, of Women & Child Development
justifying an additional budget provision of Rs., 2 crores
for 1923-94 for the Commission., The proposals r-élate to
(a) Awareness generation regarding women's issues (b)
Children and Gender Equality which includes promoting

gender equality through school text books, (¢) Panchayati
Raj and Women's representation in local bodies (d) Research,
‘evaluation and other collaborative efforts towards

promoting employment of women (e) Networking and joint
efforts between the NCW and State level Women's Comunissions
(£) Conducting studies as a follow-up of the Conference

0f Inspectors-=General of prisons in respect of women prisoners
under trial (g) Crimes against Women & Girl Child, which
includes workshops with Crimes against Women's Cells in
police stations and follow=-up action on the recommendations
made in the Seminar on Child Rape and (h) Additional
‘@dministrative cost, staff support etc,

In connection with the staff of the Commission,

it was stated in the meeting that the staff was quite
'equate. The need for a full-fledged Public Relations
gfficer in the Commission with complementary staff was

also emphasised in the meeting, Accordingly, it was decided
that the proposal for additicnal staff should include an

em relating to the posting of a PRO with complementary

aff in the Commission.

111) The Commission gave its approval to the proposal
for the funding to the tune of Rs. 1,99 Lakhs, under
§sction 10(1) (h) of the NCW Act, 1920 of a project to
study the employment potential for women in export
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industries to be taken up by the Council for Soc
ment under Shri Muchlund Dubey, former Foredion !
It was also suggested th t the Council for Social
ment might be requested to conduct a study as to
Press was portrayinc positive picture of women ir
and whether articles on women's issues were beinc
in newspapers; a comparative study of the situati
and that obtaininc with those in the USA, Japan €
be made. The Commission should interact with Ed
achieve its objective and also should give briefi
journalists for publishinc articles on women's is
was decided that to begin with, the Council for S
opment should be supplied with all the Press Clip
able with the Commission, for the afore-said stud

(iv) The Commission took note of the suggestion
meeting that there should be continuino dialocue
News Editors to get print media involved in Women
This would include imparting of training to the jc
in gender sensitisation and espousine women's caus
etc. The Commission also t ok note of the informs
the Editors' cGuild might invite Chairperson for a

(w) It was noted in the meeting that Dr., Durca
Chairman of Maharashtra Pradhiyapika Parished, had
proposal to publish a Directory of Women Teachers .
Universities and Colleges. It was suaggested that -
should give a token amount to fund the project.

(vi) The Commission was pleased to note that Jodir
Programme (a Women's Voluntary Organisation) would
be taking up a study in 3 or 4 cities of cases wher
Courts had decreed payment of maintenance al lowance
wife but the husband did not pay any heed to the Co

(vii) It was decided to call a meetino of all the
Studies Centres/Cells all over the country, which a
funded by the University Grants Commission, on the




A
\ =
1993 with a view to establishing linkages and coordination
with such Centres/cells,

(viii) The Commission decided to hold a workshop on 30th
September and Ist October, 1993 to decide about the issues
to be placed before the Fourth *“World Conference on Women

being organized by the UN in Beijing, China in September,

1995,

(ix) The Commission noted that the Department of Women &
Child Development referred to a proposal for the appoint-
ment of a Commissioner for Women's Rights, in the Conference
!uf State Secretaries of Social Welfare held on the 12th May,
1993, It was decided that this issue should be considered
further by the Commission,

{x) Preparation of Annual Report of the Comnmission for
the f£inancial ye r 1u9./-913,

The draft form2t for preparing of The Annual Report
AR, was discussed in detall. The format was agreed to, with
minor modifications.

It was decided that the main report should focus on
tne achievements of 1992-93 and the programmes to be imple-
mented by the Commission in the coming years. Since it is
the first Annual Report, emphasis should also be laid on
the status to be conferred on the Commission, which should
facilitate interaction with all other agencies, and organisa-
tions. The draft of the report should be placed before the
Commission by the end of July, 1993,

) _High Powered Committse to sujgest reforms in the
Inslirance Sector,

The Commission was informed that a High Powered Committee
been set up to recommend swceping reforms in the Insurance
Séctor and that the NCW could appear before the Committee

ive suggestions to promote and safeguard the interests of
en, It was suggested that the provisions of the " Married
men's Property Act, 1872 should also be examined in this

(7
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context, The relevant mater

fal should be prej
ously,

It was decidedg that the
wWould be helqg °n 3,8,1.¢3,
of thanks to Chair,

next meeting of
The meeting ende



