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I take pleasure in presenting the Annual Report for the year 2008-09 of the National

Commission for Women as envisaged in Section 13 of the National Commission for Women

Act, 1990.

During the year under report, the Commission carried forward the activities of the

previous year and worked relentlessly towards empowering women by taking up gender

issues, suggesting amendments in laws relating to women, generating awareness about

women’s legal rights, redressing grievances of women complainants as well as taking suo

- moto cognizance of incidents of atrocities committed against women with a view to

helping women victims.

In consonance with the mandate of the Commission to suggest amendments in Laws relating to women

where required, the Commission suggested revision of the Prohibition of Sexual Harassment of Women at work

place Bill 2008 and necessary amendments to the Dowry Prohibition Act,1961 as well as the Indecent Representation

of Women (Prohibition) Act,1986.The Commission also reviewed and suggested amendments to the Implementation

of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, drafted the Revised Scheme for Relief and

Rehabilitation of Offences ( by Acids) on women.. The Commission suggested Recommendations on review of the

Supreme Court Judgment in S R Batra, and Anr. Vs Smt. Taruna Batra, SLP (civil) 6651- 6652 of 2005 regarding

shared household.

The Complaints and Investigation Cell, the core unit of the Commission accessed a large number of cases

of women in distress for redressal of their grievances. Apart from dealing with the complaints, the Commission also

took up investigation into many cases by taking suo- moto cognizance. During the year 2008-09, the Commission

resolved 7050 complaints. The NCW has also started an online registration of complaints through its website so

that the Commission can be accessed from the remotest corners of the country.

During the year, the Commission conducted several Legal Awareness Programmes to impart practical knowledge

to women about their basic legal rights and remedies provided under various laws. In addition, the Commission

organized Parivarik Lok Adalats, in collaboration with the State Commissions for Women or the State/District Legal

Services Authorities for providing speedy justice to women. Several workshops, public hearings, conferences and

consultations on issues such as Surrogacy and Assisted Reproductive Technologies, Indecent representation of

women, Compensation to Rape victims, Women working in night shifts, Laws Relating to Marriages- issues and

Challenges, Problems Relating to women in North East etc; were also organized.

The special activities/ programmes initiated by the Commission during the year were “Save the Home Save

the Family” and “Jago” to safeguard the interests of women. The objective of “Save the Home Save the Family”
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initiative is to train and sensitize police personnel in dealing with the cases of atrocities against women, emphasize

on reconciliation method in cases of marital disputes, implementation of the Protection of Women from Domestic

Violence Act, 2005, complaints under section 498 A, IPC, and ensuring proper networking amongst NGOs, NCW

etc; for the purpose. The programme is being part funded by NCW and implemented in association with the Delhi

Police Women Cell.

Being anguished over the recent spurt in atrocities against women in Delhi and the NCR region, the

Commission launched a programme entitled “ JAGO” designed to encourage every citizen to support the campaign

to condemn violence in all forms against women and punish those who commit such inhuman crimes. People from

all walks of life including students, nurses, nuns, lawyers, women activists gathered together and took a pledge

to stop all forms of atrocities against women. For more than a decade, the Commission has also been working

tirelessly for implementation of the long pending legislation for 33% reservation for women. The Commission has

been playing its role for impressing upon the Parliamentarians/ Legislatures, for building up consensus in this

regard.

I would like to record my gratitude for the support given to the Commission by various Ministries of the

Government, particularly, the Prime Minister’s Office for its unflinching support and concern for women as well as

the Ministry of Women and Child Development, various State Governments and State Commissions for Women, my

own colleagues at the NCW, its officers and staff, who have worked shoulder to shoulder and made it possible

to achieve our goals and objectives for the current year.

(GIRIJA VYAS)

Chairperson

National Commission for Women


